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One of the Arabs who accompanied Palmer in his journey across the desert 
of the Exodus was called “ the father of the top-knot,” because the lock of 
hair on top of his head was of unusual size. A celebrated Arab chief was 
called “the father of the ostrich.” because of the fleetness of the favorite 
horse which he rode. Dr. Thomson was once called by the mischievous 
young Arabs “the father of a saucepan,” because they fancied that his black 
hat resembled that culinary utensil. When Loftus was in Chaldea his negro 
cook on one occasion killed two lion cubs, The Arabs, from that. time forth, 
saluted him as “ Abú Sebd’in,” that is, “the father of the two lions.” 

The name “ father” is also applied to beasts or birds, and even to inani- 
mate things. In Egypt the kite is sometimes called “the father of the air,” 
because of its power of flight. An African city was called Boo Hadgar, 
“the father of stone "—that is, a stony city. There is a Turkish coin called 
“the father of a cannon,” because of the representation of a cannon which 
is upon it. 

In like manner Jubal was called “the father of such as dwell in tents,” 
because he was probably the inventor of tents; and Jubal, “ the father of all 
such as handle the harp and organ,” because he invented those instruments. 

This use of the term “father” is found, also, in other parts of the Bible. 
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